
As we continue to walk our way into this new reality as the Northeast 10 Family of Parishes, I keep 
finding new things to add to the list or to figure out how to do better. Today’s example: the Mass 
rotation and the schedule of office visits.

The goal Fr. Hale and I have is to visit each parish, monthly, for a Sunday Mass. (We will fold Fr. Smith 
into this rotation when he returns, as well.) But while this is always a goal as we set out the calendar, 
it doesn’t always happen in practice. For example, at the end of this month, I will be at Conference in 
Chicago over the weekend and the first weekend in August, I will be at my niece’s wedding in 
Chattanooga. This will break my schedule a bit, grrr. But I will get on it as soon as I can. The long and 
short of it: If you haven’t seen me for a while at Sunday Mass, I’m not avoiding you! It’s just that there 
are many of you and one of me, and I’m working through the schedule as best as I can!

This brings me to a bit of a caveat: please do not keep track of times and places where I am! I can 
hardly keep track, as there are many, many things to do. I will be present at each parish, especially 
when needed.

But what I have found is that we are aptly named as a ‘Family.’ In family life, it can be so easy to look 
for grievances: why is the other child favored over me? And when we start to look for those things, 
we will find them everywhere!

Rather, the challenge in a family, and I’m finding this as my own family has grown and my siblings 
and I are all adults working with our parents, is if you look for blessings instead of grievances, you will 
find them. If you look for ways to support, rather than tear down, it helps the whole family succeed 
and thrive.

Now this does not mean that I should be immune from criticism or critique! Far from it! And I am my 
own worse critic. As I say that, however, I have also been very edified over the last few weeks that 
when critiques have come into one of the parish offices, they have generally come in with a very 
respectful and honest tone. This helps us, as a parish staff, get to the root of the issue and problem 
quicker.

The constant reminder remains: pray! Please pray for Fr. Hale and I as we take on this responsibility. 
Please continue to keep Fr. Smith in prayers for his ongoing healing and preparation to return to us 
here. Please keep other in prayer: the strength of a family comes when they pray together, so that is 
so vitally important!

Together, we will keep moving forward and becoming the Family of Parishes the Lord desires us to 
be.
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