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As I write this, we have had two weekends as our new Family of Parishes. So far, I think things have
gone well, at least I haven’t heard too much otherwise! I know there are still many things to work out
and I know there have been a few bumps in the road over the two weekends, too, as new priests are
getting to know new parishes and new parishes are getting to know new priests!
With this, if you notice something that has changed and we haven’t addressed it, it might be for one
of two reasons: 1) We may not even be aware we have changed something! 2) There is a desire to
bring a sense of uniformity to how Mass is said across all five parishes. That first reason is completely
accidental, but there is some intentionality over the second point.
Things we talked about in the rectory over the last few days:
Servers! We would like to have servers present at all the Masses again. Initially, we are looking at
all the server manuals and want to talk to server coordinators at all the parishes so that servers
are all trained in a similar way and are doing similar things. I certainly understand why servers
have not yet returned, but I think having them present helps with the overall flow and pace of
Mass. We will start a more active recruitment period in the fall, shortly after school resumes.
The Precious Blood: In the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, we have been able to offer the Precious
Blood of Our Savior to the faithful for about a month and a half now. Some parishes have
resumed that practice, others have yet to do so. Again, something we are exploring how to do
this worthily and well, and safely, so that the faithful may receive the fullness of the sign, as Jesus
tells us to both eat and drink.
Deacons: As you may have already noticed, Deacons have also been assigned to the Family of
Parishes, not just one specific parish. Therefore, they are equally assigned around to all the
parishes to assist with Masses and other things. Please welcome new deacons, as you have
certainly welcomed Fr. Hale and I!
Mass Intentions: So far, this one is across the board and is something that we will examine, too:
How best to include the Intention at the Mass? The Intention is what the presiding priest carries
for that Mass, so whether it is announced or not, that is what we offer. But some parishes
announce the intention, while others do not; and I know this is something that is important to
those who gave the intentions, too. I hope to have some clarity on this soon, too.
I know there are many, many other items that need to be covered, yet, too. I will continue to tackle
them in this space as we move forward, together, as a new Family of Parishes. Again, I have been so
edified by the response so far to what we are entering into; and I humbly ask for your continued
prayers, patience and support.

