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Well, we are a week in to our new Family of Parishes! I wanted to take this space today to give a few
updates on the Northeast 10 Family of Parishes. Step 1: Develop a new name and identity!
With the five parishes together, we are nearly 5,000 parishioner families in the Family of Parishes!
While we are not quite the largest grouping within the Archdiocese, we are certainly in the top ten,
based on number of parishioner families and Sunday Mass attendance. Whew! It makes me tired
already!
Despite this, we are currently staffed with just two full time Priests, with help and assistance from a
Priest in residence and two retired Priests. Father Andrew Smith should be returning by the end of
the year, which will be a great assist. So, while the revised Sunday Mass schedule is actually pretty
easy to manage, all the administrative tasks will be herculean. I certainly ask for your patience and
prayers for me and Father Robert as we take on this task.
As I mentioned in last week’s column, there are still many, many decisions to be made. One of the
main decisions is how and where I will be keeping office hours, so that I can have a presence at each
parish. Quite simply, I am not sure yet. I would like to have regular hours at each parish, but need to
take a little time to figure how that schedule will work and what fits best into the schedule at each
parish. When I have this all figured out (hopefully by mid-August), I will publish that information here.
Turning a bit to the spiritual side of things, the most edifying aspect of this process has been so many
parishioners asking the same question: ‘What can we do to help?’ I appreciate this more than I can
express, as it shows a true desire to move forward, together, as a new Family.
The most important thing you, as a parishioner, can do, today, to help inaugurate this Family of
Parishes is simple: strive for holiness; strive to be as closely united to Jesus as possible. The best way
to have this conformity to Jesus is by spending time with Jesus, as we spend time with our best friend
or spouse.
In fact, as we start our Families of Parishes here in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, Catholics across the
United States are entering into a three-year process of a Eucharistic Revival. The book that was
chosen to lead this process, at least initially, is a collection of writings by St. Manuel Gonzalez Garcia
entitled ‘The Bishop of the Abandoned Tabernacle.’ It is a beautiful reflection on the power and
presence of Jesus in the Tabernacle and in the Eucharistic Species.
I close with a short selection from the book as an invitation to come to Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament:
“I will be very happy if my writings can awaken in some Christians this sense of awareness of the Eucharist! I would
be very happy if Christians who read this words (about the Sacred Presence of Jesus in the Eucharistic Species) arise
determined to go to the tabernacle to see what is done and to hear what is said there by the most good and constant
of lovers.
“To do? To say? But, who can discover what is said and done in a
place where one cannot hear or see anything? The Lord in the
tabernacle is so silent and still. It seems he doesn’t ask for more than
our silent adoration. Nevertheless, I tell you that there is no place on
earth with activity more fruitful than that which is done in the
tabernacle. It is not for the eye or the ear of the flesh to perceive
these things, but for the ear and eye of the soul. With these attentive
eyes and ears we can listen to and see what is said and done in the
tabernacle.” (Pages 47-48)

